Diary Entry – Improvement Session
Aims:

· Review the features of diary genre

· Identify and use time connectives in writing

· To know that a conclusion to a diary entry usually includes a time for reflection.

Step 1

Review the features of a diary entry
· Use the example texts to identify the differences between diary writing and narrative.

· Make a checklist of the features of diary writing (attached).

Step 2

Time Connectives
· What are they?  Come up with a shared definition e.g. Words or phrases to start new sentences that relate to time.
Examples:  Minutes later……………

                   Later that evening………….

                   In the early hours of the morning…………

· Make a class list to display of time connectives and display on your working wall, encourage children to use as part of their improvement session.

Step 3
Conclusion

· There is usually a time for reflection in the conclusion of a diary entry.  Look at the example text.  Ask the children to discuss with a partner what their worst mistake was and encourage them to reflect on what they might have learned from this.  Share examples.

Examples:  Listen to my mum in future.

                   Always tell people where I am going.

                   Try to sort out my problems in a more peaceful way.

Step 4
· Tutorial children will have a planned improvement to write

· Remaining children could re-write their conclusion to make it more reflective.

Diary Features

· 1st Person writing

· Past Tense

· Chatty/informal style

· Reported speech

· Use of time connectives

· Conclusion which includes some reflective writing
My Worst Mistake
Hi Diary

One day when I was at school a boy came over and pushed me.  He was wearing black jeans and a grey hoodie. The boy thought he was some kind of gangster!  I pushed him back but the teacher saw me and called me over.

“It wasn’t my fault!” I screamed.  “He pushed me first.”

The teacher didn’t listen and sent me to detention.  She told me that she was going to phone my mum and tell her I was in serious trouble.

Is this a diary entry or a story?

How do you know?

What can you remember about the features of a diary?
My Worst Mistake
Hi Diary

I’ve just had the worst day ever!  It all began at morning break.  This horrible boy came over and pushed me for no reason.  When I pushed him back I was the one who got into trouble.  I was given a nasty note from Ms Thomas to take home to mum.

Later when mum read the note she blamed me – she wouldn’t even listen to my side of things.  It’s not fair.  Now I’m grounded for a month and all I did was stick up for myself.

Still I have learned one thing today – violence won’t solve my problems but telling tales just might!
