Lesson Plan for The Neighbours
	Narrative Writing

Resources:
Task, Planning Sheet, Writing Frame, Enlarged text for Shared Reading (Optional), Narrative Writing Checklist, story mountain.


	Learning Intention

We are learning to create tension and atmosphere in a short story.


	· 
	Success Criteria
· vary length and style of sentences for dramatic effect
· use paragraphs to link parts of story
· select and use vocabulary appropriate to a mystery story



	
	Whole Class – Mixed Ability


	
	Time : 1hr 30 mins

	Preparation for Writing
Take ideas from the class about the genre of this story e.g. suspense, mystery, adventure. Write up some key questions:

· Why has the house stood empty for years?

· Who are the new neighbours?

· What sort of characters are Malik and Rachel?

Ask the children to discuss with a partner their ideas for this story (5 mins).   Ask for some volunteers to share their ideas i.e. a summary of their story.  Put them in a ‘hotseat’ so they can take questions from the other children, this will help them to develop their ideas (10-15mins).

Once this has been modelled ask the children to now try this in their pairs to help develop an outline for their story (teacher and TA should support some pairs to model questioning) (5-10mins).
Demonstrate planning by taking an example from one of the children how this outline can be written up as a plan either using the planning sheet or the story mountain.  Remind children that good description and detail of characters and events improve storywriting e.g. building tension, creating atmosphere.  Use the example below as an example of building tension and a way of moving the story on.
In silent agreement Malik and Rachel approached the house.  As they got closer a sudden cold breeze made them shiver.  Rachel felt the hairs on the back of her neck stand to attention.  She grabbed hold of Malik’s arm ready to make a run for it but at the same moment the front door swung violently open.
(5-10mins)

	Independent Writing Time
Children should now go and plan their story using either the planning sheet or story mountain (5mins).

Allow 40 minutes for storywriting.  Some children will need further support either through shared writing or using a writing frame.
Tell the children to aim to use at least one piece of detailed description in their writing as this will be the focus of the plenary.

	Plenary
Allow children to finish off their sentences and read through their work checking that it all makes sense and that sentences are demarcated and capital letters are used for character names.

Share examples of good description asking children to comment/critique these.


Link to text types:

http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/102717
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