The Neighbours Improvement Session
Aims
· Use notes to write sentences

· Demonstrate composition ‘in your head’ before writing sentences

· Practice composing and writing sentences with a partner and independently.

Direct Teaching
Use an example of a plan to demonstrate how to write up sentences from notes.  As you do this demonstrate how you work out in your head how to formulate a sentence e.g. say it a few times, change it, say the version you are satisfied with before writing.

	Build-up

· Malik and Rachel decide to go into the house.

· They find a way in round the back.

· Malik goes first.

· The house is spooky – describe.



Use the first note to model composing a sentence from a note, demonstrate the editing process out loud until you are satisfied with it.  Write it down and read it aloud check ing that it makes sense.

Paired work

Ask the children to work in pairs practising composition from notes (use the ones above).  They should write their sentence on a whiteboard.  Share examples with whole class.  Make sure that each pair practise at least two notes and have had a go at this.

Plenary
Look at the shared text together and identify which sentences go with each note.  Explain that sometimes you can write more than one sentence from a note.  (Use shared text below – enlarged version on next page.)
Malik and Rachel looked at each other.  They both knew what each other was thinking.  Silently they made their way round to the back of the house.  The back door stood open.  Malik edged in front of Rachel determined to be first in the house.  They looked around the room they were in surprised by its emptiness.  A damp smell and mould on the walls made Rachel pinch her nose.

“Disgusting!” she whispered.

“Shh!  Let’s have a look around,” Malik replied.

The children walked further into the gloomy room holding on to each other for comfort.
Discuss which sentence/s go with each note and how this successfully builds up into interesting paragraphs.

15 minutes

Independent Writing
Children should work independently on their improvement session.

15 minutes
Enlarged Text
	Build-up

· Malik and Rachel decide to go into the house.

· They find a way in round the back.

· Malik goes first.

· The house is spooky – describe.



Malik and Rachel looked at each other.  They both knew what each other was thinking.  Silently they made their way round to the back of the house.  The back door stood open.  Malik edged in front of Rachel determined to be first in the house.  They looked around the room they were in surprised by its emptiness.  A damp smell and mould on the walls made Rachel pinch her nose.

“Disgusting!” she whispered.

“Shh!  Let’s have a look around,” Malik replied.

The children walked further into the gloomy room holding on to each other for comfort.
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