Newspaper Report Improvement Session

Aims

· To know the features of a newspaper report

· To understand the role of a reporter

Teaching Sequence

1. Read the shared text of CAT SAVES OWNER! and identify the features of a newspaper report (see lesson plan).  Ask the children to find examples of a quote, a caption, a headline, facts.  You could ask children to do this with a partner and mark it on their shared copy – highlight some of the examples you get on the enlarged text.
2. Many children were confused by the role of the reporter i.e. that this is a person who collects information about the news report and writes the story.  Discuss the role of a reporter.

3. One point to make very clear is that there is never any dialogue included in a news report – a quote is quite different.
4. Take on the role of the reporter and ask four children to take the roles of PC Brown, Sita Ahmed, Violet Tripp and a spokesperson for the RSPCA.  Demo how to ask questions as the reporter and the children will respond in role.

5. Now demonstate how you would write this as a quote for the newspaper.  Write one example from each of your interviewees.
(15 mins)

Independent Work
Children should be able to get on with their improvement session independently (tutorial children will have a very clear plan for writing in their writing book).
