Improvement Session for If Pictures Could Speak
Aims:

· For children to plan quickly and effectively using questioning technique.

· To plan making sequenced notes.

· To orally tell their story for their plan.

Resources
Copy of task (in their books)

Books or whiteboards

Step 1
· Explain that in a task/test there are only ten minutes to plan and the best way to do this quickly is to use questions e.g. who? when? where? why? how? what happened?  This is a very good way to get started quickly.

· Demo notemaking using this questioning techinique, use bullet points to make notes:

Who is in my story?

Where are they/we?

Why are we/they there?

What are we/they doing there?

What painting speaks?

Describe the painting?

What does it say?

How do we/they feel when the painting speaks?

What do we/they do?

What happens next?

How will my story end?

Step 2
· Use the notes to tell the story – bring it to life.  You will need to add a few more details as you go along.  The notes are props which you transform into complete sentences.  Make your account sound like writing.
Step 3
· In pairs ask the children to use the questioning technique to make notes and create their own story plan.

· Ensure that both partners get a chance to do this.

Plenary
· Ask for volounteers to bring their story to life.

· Check that this was a helpful tool for future planning – take feedback.
(20-30minutes)

Independent Work
· Tutorial children all have a planned improvement session to write.

· Remaining children should have a go at writing a new opening for their story using their new plans.

(20mins)
