Lesson Plan for Tried And Tested
	Tried and Tested (Non-chronological Report)                         

Resources:  copy of the task, highlighter pens, whiteboards and pens, writing books.
	Lesson Intention
We are learning to write a non chronological report


	
	Success Criteria
· Ask relevant questions to create a plan

· Use technical vocabulary

· Include facts supported by evidence ( it made from recycled plastic therefore has a long life span)



	
	Children to work in mixed ability pairs during direct teaching time and independently during writing.

	
	Time: 1hr 30mins

	Introduction

Begin by asking children to read through the task independently twice.  Ask the children what kind of writing they are being asked to produce i.e. report.  In pairs children should discuss what they can recall about report writing – give them 2 minutes.  Now put up your checklist (p5 from Year 6 Report Exemplar) – use the general information which is appropriate for the task:
· an opening statement which explains clearly what they are writing about
· paragraph headings which show what each paragraph is about
· a conclusion which has an ending comment
· use of the present tense (although there will also be past tense for this report)
· impersonal voice/formal language 
· technical vocabulary
NB It would be appropriate to write in the 1st person plural for the opening and conclusion although discuss this during planning.

Planning for Writing

Ask children in pairs to highlight on the task sheet key information to help them plan their writing (2 minutes).  Ask for feedback and write up on your blackboard/whiteboard what the children tell you (it should be the following):
· the name of the bag
· whole class were involved in the trial for a month
· purpose of the bag
· to write a report
· successes and failures
· is the material suitable?
· is it fit for purpose?
· is it strong enough?
· what would you improve?
This all needs to be included in the report but now you need to organise your information into a plan for writing.  Go back to your checklist and agree that you will need an opening statement.  Write up on board or A2 sugar paper:

Opening Statement

Out of this list what should be included in the opening statement, ask children for their thoughts.  What you want is:

· the name of your class and school

· that you have used the pack-it-in-bag for one month

· you were asked to test it’s suitability for carrying all your books and school equipment

Does this clearly explain what you are writing about?  Does this match the bullet points on the blackboard/whiteboard?  You can tick off the first three bullet points on the board.  What is the next step? Take feedback.  You are now looking for paragraph headings for the main part of your report.  What could these be?

The Materials Used to Make the Bag

The Design of the Bag

The Strength of the Bag

Once you have decided on your headings you will now need to plan what you want to say about each.  Remind children to look closely at the illustration for ideas.  Ask different pairs to focus on one heading only and to divide their whiteboards into two.  On one side write 2/3 point about their heading including possible problems and on the other side write down any ideas for improving or solving these problems:

e.g.  
Materials

· bag was made of canvas so it wasn’t waterproof

· straps were cushioned on the shoulders which made it comfortable
· plastic clips to close the bag kept coming undone
Improvements

· make the bag nylon so that it’s waterproof

· improve the design of the clips to prevent them from opening
Take feedback from different pairs as this will inspire others when it comes to writing.  You can now tick off the last four bullet points.  What’s left to do?  The conclusion.
The Conclusion

Here you are going to include general comments about the bag – what’s left on the list?  Successes and failures – overall assessment.  Did children generally like the design of the bag?  Would they be likely to buy an improved version?  i.e   Did the successes outweigh the failures or vice versa?

Independent Writing
Explain to the children that they are now going to go away and write up their plan in detail (5-10mins) before they begin writing their report.  Go round checking that everyone is doing this, they have to include information for all three headings.  Now they are ready to begin their writing – remind them to start with a title.  A quick reminder that this is formal writing and they will get marks for using connectives.  

It may also be helpful to remind children that they are writing about the whole class’s experience of using the bag.
Give the children 40 minutes writing time, this should be enough but ideally you want everyone to finish so that they have a good model.  Now ask them to read carefully through their work to check sentences:
· do they make sense?  make sure they haven’t missed out any words

· have they started each new sentence with a capital letter?

· have they punctuated longer sentences with commas?



	Plenary
Ask for volunteers to read their report aloud to the class explaining that you will be asking children to comment critically on their writing i.e. is the language formal?  Have they reported on everything they were asked to at the start of the task?  How might this piece of writing be improved?


Link to text types:

http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/102717
Year 6 Spring Term Writing Tutorials/Report

