Improvement Prompts

	Range of Prompt
	Learning Intention
	Extract from child’s writing
	Reminder Prompt
	Scaffold

Prompt
	Example Prompt

	Why . . . ? Jusitfying a statement
	To write a letter giving reasons for things you say
	“It was dismal”
	Say why you thought this
	Why was it a dismal time?  Why did you hate being there?
	Choose one of these or your own:
· It was dismal because I was bored all the time.

· I found it dismal having only my granddad to talk to.

	How did he/she/you feel?
	To retell a story showing people’s feelings
	“Nobody believed him”
	Say how you think this made him feel
	How do you think Darryl felt about not being believed?  Do you think he might have regretted anything he’d done before?
	How do you think he felt?
· Angry that people did not trust him

· Annoyed with himself for lying in the past

Your own ideas?

	Add something
	To use effective adjectives and adverbs in a account 
	“Jason was trying to distract him, but the dragon was too strong”
	Use more adverbs and adjectives here
	Lets use some adverbs to describe how they fought.  Fill in the missing words:
Jason tried ______ to distract him, but the dragon _______ly used his strength to get past.  Jason stabbed his sword _______ly into the dragon’s nearest side.
	Improve the fight by using one of these or your own:
· The dragon’s tail lashed viciously, cutting Jason’s own flesh.

· Jason bravely lunged at the dragon, thrusting his sword fiercely into his side.

	Change something
	To use effective adjectives in a description
	“He as a bad monster”
	Think of a better word than bad
	What kind of moster was he? Change bad for a word which makes him sound more scary.  Write it in the box.
	Try one of these or your own in stead of bad:
· ferocious

· terrifying

· evil

	Tell us more
	To introduce a character in a story opening
	“James went to school”
	Could you describe Jason?
	What type of boy is James?  Good, bad, kind, shy, excitable, loud, naughty?  Try to help us know him.  James was a ____________.
	Describe James’s character – perhaps:
· James was a kind, likeable boy with a great sense of humour.  For instance . . . . 
· James was often excitable and noisy but would be quiet and serious when he was working.

	What happens next?
	To write a middle and end from a given start
	“A last the merman as the mermaid”
	How is your story going to end?
	What do you think the merman said to the mermaid before they went home tighter?
	Write one of these or your own ending:
· “I love you” said the merman.  The mermaid took his hand and they swam away.

· The merman looked embarrassed as he explained to the mermaid why he had taken so long to find her.  She forgave him with a smile.


