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By the end of this unit the children will be able to write their own

                                                           imagination story                                      Week Beginning:
	Learning Intention for Main Activity
	Success Criteria
	Context
	Organisation
	Notes for Future Planning

	Day 1
To be able to write compound sentences using when, but, after
	Two clauses joined by a connective with a capital letter and a full stop
	Imagination Stories
	Shared reading and writing (15 minutes) word/sentence level work (15 minutes) Teacher input and key questions
Read “The Midnight Unicorn” to the children again.  Show the children another series of clauses and some different connecting words (still linked to the story) and ask the children to work in pairs on whiteboards to construct as many different compound sentences as they can.   Explain that this week they are going to plan and write their own imagination stories based on the structure of “The Midnight Unicorn”.  Explain that they’ll be able to go anywhere they like in their imaginations but that in the end they’ll end up right where they started – just like Millie!
Ask the children to help you fill in a table to help get their imaginations started showing where they are, what the magic object is, where it takes them.
	

	Independent and guided work

Invite the children to fill in their own grid for their story.  They need to have their character’s name, where they start the story, what their magic object is and at least 3 places that it takes them.

	

	Plenary

Invite the children to share their ideas with the class.


	

	Learning Outcome [Reading]
	Learning Outcome [Writing]
Grid showing the basic outline of own story.

	

	Day 2
To expand noun phrases to add detail
	A clear image of the magic object before and after
	Imagination stories
	Shared reading and writing (15 minutes) word/sentence level work (15 minutes)  Teacher input and key questions
Read the section in “The Midnight Unicorn” that refers to the unicorn before it changes.  “And there was the statue…when she was nearby”

Explain to the children that we need to be able to describe our magic objects as beautifully as Neil Reed.  Ask the children to think for a minute about their object.  What is it?  What does it look like? Think aloud the ideas you have for your own object and while you do this, model making it out of clay/painting/drawing the object.  List adjectives that describe the object and put them on post-it notes around your picture/model

	

	Independent and guided work

Invite the children to make/draw/paint their objects.  Ask them to list adjectives for their model/picture
	

	Plenary
Go back to your model and adjectives and model putting them into a simple noun phrase.  Invite the children to then do this for theirs.  

	

	Learning Outcome [Reading]

A picture/model of their magic object with descriptive words and 2 or 3 expanded noun phrases.

	Learning Outcome [Writing]
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Week Beginning:  
	[image: image1.png]Learning Intention for Main Activity
	Success Criteria
	Context
	Organisation
	Notes for Future Planning

	Day 3

To use visualisation and improvisation to develop story
	Children should be able to answer the following questions for their story:

Where do you go?

How do you get there?

How do you feel?

What do you say?
	Imagination stories
	Shared reading and writing (15 minutes) word/sentence level work (15 minutes) Teacher input and key questions
If possible use a school hall or other big space. Model being transported by your magic object to an amazing place.  Ask the TA to ask you a series of visualisation questions to get you into your role.  Afterwards go into role about how you felt and what you saw.  Model filling information in on the grid.  Take the children through a visualisation experience.  Ask them to close their eyes and imagine that they have just found their magic object.  Explain that as they touch the object something magic happens and they are transported to one of their places on their grid.  Where do you go?  How do you get there?  How do you feel?  What do you say?  Get into pairs and interview each other in character. Invite the children to show their short improvisation to the class.  Help generate words that they could use in their stories.  Model filling in a grid to help support this.  Repeat this three times, each time asking the children to fill in their grids.  For more able pupils, encourage more vocabulary choice.

	

	Independent and guided work

This will happen during the visualisation and improvisation.


	

	Plenary

In mixed ability pairs, invite the children to recap on the decisions they have made for their story over the last 2 days.  Are you clear on what your story is?  Who is the main character in your story?  What is the magic object?  Where does it transport your character to?  How does your character feel?
	

	Learning Outcome [Reading]
	Learning Outcome [Writing]

Grid supporting the planning of their story


	

	Day 4

To plan an imagination story
	Story “S” with a clear beginning, series of places visited and end including words and phrases to help
	Imaginative stories 
	Shared reading and writing (15 minutes) word/sentence level work (15 minutes)  Teacher input and key questions
Have the 2 grids and your picture/model in front of you.  Model creating a story “S” from the grids, depicting your story in sequence.  

	

	Independent and guided work

Invite the children to create their story “S” maps using all the information they have accumulated over the last 3 days

	

	Plenary
With a partner tell your story.  Trace where you are on the map.  Are you using all the key vocabulary that you have included?  Does it sound like a story as you say it?  Does it have a clear beginning, middle and end?  Do you need to add anything?  Give the children time to make amendments.  

For those children who find writing very difficult, it may be worth inviting them to read their story map onto a tape which they can use to help them the next day.
	

	Learning Outcome [Reading]


	Learning Outcome [Writing]

A detailed story map
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Week Beginning:  
	Learning Intention for Main Activity
	Success Criteria
	Context
	Organisation
	Notes for Future Planning

	Day 5

To write an imagination story
	Using a story plan

Demarcating sentences

Using expanded noun phrases

Using compound sentences
	Imaginative Stories
	Shared reading and writing (15 minutes) word/sentence level work (15 minutes) Teacher input and key questions

How you proceed at this point is up to you!!  You could use this session as an opportunity for the children to practice writing for 45 minutes, using their plan, alternatively you could continue this unit for a third week dedicating this day to modelling writing an opening and asking the children to do the same, followed in week 3 by writing the description of the object on day 1, the first 2 places visited on Day 2, the next place and the ending on day 3 and on Days 4 and 5 editing and publishing the work.  Extending it to a three week unit would be the best teaching opportunity allowing plenty of opportunity for points 4-9 on the developing writing skill section.  However, practice for sustained writing at length also needs to be planned for.
	

	Independent and guided work


	

	Plenary


	

	Learning Outcome [Reading]
	Learning Outcome [Writing]


	

	Work survey – additional prompts for literacy
· Is there evidence of the class target and differentiated group targets?

· How are you teaching reading skills and modelling/teaching writing skills?

· What speaking and listening, drama and thinking skills are used?


	


