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Developing Early Writing

The Teaching Sequence 


1. Planning writing

· Talk for writing: discussing to clarify the content and purpose of the writing; telling and retelling to get ideas clear, revealing the overall structure to begin to frame in ‘writerly’ language.

· Making a plan: recording the intended text in note, picture or diagrammatic form, from which to compose the text in shared and independent writing.

2. Shared writing

· Teacher demonstration: working from the ‘talk for writing’ session, to show how a text is written.

· Teacher scribing: to write for the children while they compose and contribute all or some of the text.

· Supported composition: planning for occasions in the course of shared writing when children write parts of the text, possibly in pairs, e.g. on whiteboards.

3. Independent but supported writing

· Independent writing at an appropriate level to complete, insert into, extend, modify, etc. work started in the shared task.

4. Guided and independent writing

· Pupils continue with the aspect of writing developed in whole class teaching, as a guided or independent activity.
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