Possible follow-up activities which children could complete independently of the teacher following guided reading

Fluent Readers

Reading journals – reflecting on any aspect of the text (see attached handout)

Continuing to read the text. 

Re-reading the text. 

Text marking, for example, highlight in ‘blue’ evidence about the character’s feelings. 

Research (ICT and books). 

Reading other texts on the same topic or by the same author. 

Writing thought bubbles about sections of text to record thoughts and feelings. 

Write an autobiography of one of the book characters

Re-writing a section of the text as a comic. 

Write a scene of the book as a playscript – then perform it for another class

Re-writing a section of the text from the point of view of another character. 

Write a letter to the author or the publisher of the text

Write a letter to, or from, the main character 

Make a ‘WANTED’ poster for a character in the book.

Write a timeline of events from the book

Write a sequel to the story

Write the blurb for the book

Prepare a version of the story to read aloud to younger children.

Write a newspaper advertisement for the book.

Make a tape of the book.

Design a new book cover for the book.

Make a  crossword / wordsearch using the book

KWL grid (mainly non-fiction) 

What I know; what I want to know; what I learnt. For example, if the children are reading a book about weather, they could record what they already know and want to learn, prior to the session and then fill-in the final column as a follow-up task. 

Comprehension – this could be varied by: asking children to write questions for each other to answer; writing the answers and the children write the questions. Ensure comprehension covers the six QCA assessment areas. 

Drama activities: hot seating; mime; performing a scene from the text. 

Debate/ group discussion. 

Possible follow-up activities which children could complete independently of the teacher following guided reading

Early Readers

Cut-up sentences from the text; children choose their own object/ focus. E.g. Mum is ___ (child chooses ‘running’) 

Book making based on the story read. For example: zig zag books; pictures from the text, either in the book or cut-up ready to put in the book; little books with boxes for illustrations and lines for writing. 

Sequencing activities: pictures, sentences, key events, etc

Character/s from the text with speech bubbles. 

Art activities related to the text. 

i.e. design a new book cover for the book, make a life size picture of a character, draw your favourite scene, make plasticine models of characters, make a puppet of a character, illustrations for the book, 

Writing a similar story on the computer. 

Read a range of other books by the same author/ publisher (in pairs, to puppets, etc)

Whiteboards/ chalkboards – writing about the story. 

Close activity – missing high frequency words, missing phonemes, missing full stops, etc. 

Matching pictures and text.  

Simple book review (sentence starters and smiley faces to rate the book). 

 With support from a TA: 

· Re-enact the story 

· Re-tell the story using puppets and props 

· Read the story onto tape 

Re-reading the text
