An overview of the word level objectives in Year 4

	Phonics / high frequency words

(revision and consolidation from Y3)
	Spelling conventions 
	Spelling strategies 
	Vocabulary 

	Long vowel phonemes (all ways of spelling long a, e, i, o, u) (Step 6 &7 Progression in Phonics)

Identify phonemes in speech and writing

Blend phonemes for reading

Segment words into phonemes for spelling

To read and spell high frequency words from KS1 and Y3


	Two-syllable words containing double consonants (bubble, common, kettle)

Homophones (to/two/too; they’re/there/their; piece/peace)

Regular verb endings (s, ed, ing)

Irregular tense changes (go/went; can/could)

Suffixes: -al, -ary, -ic, -ship, -hood, -ness, -ment

Suffixes: ible, able, ive, tion, sion

Suffixes: what happens to words ending f when suffix added (e.g. shelf, shelving; hoof, hooves)

Prefixes: (al-) e.g. always, altogether 

Words with common endings (-ight, etc)

Conventions when using certain letters (e.g. v, k) and letter strings (wa, wo, ss) at beginning, middle and end of words

Same letter string, different pronunciation (through, rough, plough; hour, journey, could)

Common roots (advent, invent, prevent; phone, telephone, microphone) investigate origins and meanings

Extending and compounding words through adding parts (ful, ly, ive, tion, ic, ist); investigate links between meaning and spelling

Distinguish its (possessive, no apostrophe) and it’s (contracted it is) and use accurately

Read and spell words in appendix list 2


	Identify syllabic patterns in multi-syllabic words

Identify mis-spelt words

Use independent spelling strategies:

· sounding out / using phonemes

· visual skills 

· building from other words (medic/medicine)

· spell by analogy

· use words banks and dictionaries

Practise new spellings

Look, say, cover, check
	To define familiar vocabulary in own words, using alternative phrases or expressions

To use 3rd and 4th place letters to locate and sequence words in alphabetical order

To use a rhyming dictionary

How nouns and adjectives (fix, simple, solid) can be made into verbs by use of suffixes –ate, -ify, etc. 

Alternative words for said, nice, good, then, etc.

Explore gender-specific words (prince/princess, horse/mare)

Understand that vocabulary changes over time (e.g. frock, wireless)

Define familiar words within varying constraints (e.g. in 4 words, then 3,2,1)

Range of suffixes that can be added to nouns and verbs to make adjectives (e.g. wash-able, hope-ful, shock-ing)

Investigate compound words and ways this aids spelling (e.g. handbag, cupboard)

To understand how diminutives are formed (e.g. suffixes: -ette, prefixes:  mini-, ; nouns: e.g. sapling; nicknames: Jonesy)

	Handwriting



	· Use joined handwriting for all writing except where other special forms are required

· To know when to use: a clear neat hand for finished, presented work; informal writing for everyday informal work, rough drafting, etc.

· To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters and spacing between letters and words

· To build up speed, e.g. particularly for notes, drafts, lists

· To use a range of presentational skills, e.g. print script for captions, sub-headings and labels; capital letters for posters, title pages, headings; a range of computer-generated fonts and point sizes




This overview of word level work can be used for medium term planning. You can highlight and date the objectives covered. If you used this sheet, you would not need to refer to the lists of objectives in the medium term plans. 

