Loop Cards

(A.k.a. ‘Follow me cards’, ‘I have . . .  Who has . . . )

Loop cards lend themselves effectively for maths.  They make a good oral/mental starter and can be used as practice during any spare 5 minutes in the day.  Whilst there are loop cards available to buy and even some included in unit plans, these may have drawbacks; they do not match the needs of your class or do not cover an area you need to focus on, they may not come in sets large enough for your class or small enough for your group or (as with those in the unit plans) cannot be started anywhere in the loop and therefore become predictable.  Making your own is therefore desirable.

Possible topics that are appropriate for loop cards include;

Equivalent units of measure

Times tables

Addition/Subtraction practice 

Equivalent decimals/fractions/percentages

 . . . but the list is endless!

You can produce a class set (suggest 31 cards – one for each child and one for the teacher – if anyone is absent, some children can have 2 cards), or small sets (6/10/12 cards) for small group work.  

The table below shows how to arrange the ‘loop’.

