The Maths Tutorials

What?
In order to raise attainment in maths at KS2 the Learning Trust is funding an intervention programme which focuses on identifying gaps in children’s mathematical knowledge and tailoring sessions to meet individual need. This is known as the Maths Tutorials.
When?

The 25 week programme began in June 2006 and runs until April 2007.

Who?

In the summer term 2006 participating schools targeted up to 15 pupils, then in Year 5, to begin the programme. The selection criteria was that pupils should be at a level 2a/3c, as with additional support they could achieve a level 4 in the KS2 SATS. 

How?

The Maths Tutorials each last 20 minutes and are on a one-to-one basis. They are delivered once a week by experienced teachers with an identified strength in mathematics. In order to identify weaknesses the Maths Tutor liaises with the child’s class teacher and uses his/her professional judgement and experience to plan lessons. In addition to their own ideas, Tutors often use aspects of lessons from a range of sources, including the Wave 3 materials, the Springboard programmes, the Sample Y6 Booster Lessons, the Summer Numeracy Schools Units of Work and the SENCO pack (this list is by no means exhaustive). The key feature of the Tutorials is that each one reflects the individual needs of that child.
Training?

Initial training was delivered centrally to teachers identified by their schools. Termly forums provide the opportunity to share good practice around both the diagnosis and elimination of misconceptions, to problem-solve issues, to reflect on trends and for Tutors to receive extra support materials to use in their sessions. Additional support is offered to schools where necessary.
Impact?

Through data provided by schools each term the Learning Trust monitors the targeted children’s progress. From this information the impact of the intervention can be monitored across the Borough and most effective practice identified and then shared. 

Target Audience: 

Mathematics Co-ordinators or experienced mathematics teachers to implement the Maths Tutorials (the teacher will be responsible for delivering 20 minute tutorials once a week for up to 15 pupils). 

Course Objectives:

- To train participants to deliver and roll out the Maths Tutorials. 

- To develop skills in diagnosing errors and misconceptions. 

- To monitor the project via initial assessment data and exit data on all pupils involved. 

- To identify the key features of an improvements session and a 20 minute tutorial. 

Course Outcomes:

- To raise attainment in KS2 by moving a targeted group of pupils to level 4. 

- To implement Maths Tutorials, initially in Year5, in all primary schools. 

- To deliver 20 minute Maths Tutorials once a week for up to 15 pupils per school.
