Science Assessment
At the end of Key Stage 1 teachers are required to report a level for each pupil for each strand of the science curriculum (Science enquiry, Living processes, Materials and their properties and Physical processes). This is the only statutory reporting on science before the end of Key Stage 2 SATs.
It is recommended that a SATs paper from a previous year is undertaken by pupils in the summer term of Year 5. This data should then be entered into the SATs analysis programme (which can be found on Learning Live in the Teachers’ assessment section). This will allow gaps in the pupils’ learning to be identified and help to ensure the pupils learning needs to be better catered for throughout the whole of Year 6. This data can also be used to support the school in setting predicted attainment levels for end of KS2 SATs.

To ensure that all pupils make good progress it is important to monitor pupils’ levels regularly. It is particularly important that children’s SC1 skills are assessed regularly to ensure good skills development and to plan for the next steps in their learning. It is recommended that this assessment is part of the regular teaching of science and can be achieved through the effective use of assessment for learning techniques. In this way it is made simpler for the teacher to assess groups of children during the normal science lessons.

It is advised that teachers choose 3-6 children with a range of abilities and gather additional evidence from teacher observations and evidence in books to support the levelling of these children. Teachers can use the Hackney levelling booklet to support their understanding of the level descriptors. Teachers in year 1 classes should use the EYFS P-scale statements where children are working below level 1. Using these benchmark children, the other children in the class can be levelled around them.

All children’s SC1 skills should be levelled termly and their attainment recorded on a tracking sheet. This can be similar to those used in Numeracy and Literacy, but should be used to track SC1. This levelling process also supports teachers to identify the next steps in children’s’ learning and therefore what skills need to be taught.
The teachers’ levelling needs to be moderated to ensure consistency across the school. This could be done through a moderation staff meeting or pupil progress reviews.  It has also been found to be very beneficial for schools to include science in the pupil progress meetings to enable support to be affectively deployed and to identify children that are not making adequate progress.

The other strands of the curriculum can be assessed at the end of each unit by the teachers using their knowledge of the children’s learning. Some schools find the following helpful:

· Concept mapping
· Concept cartoons

· An activity at the beginning and the end of a topic to assess the children’s knowledge (examples can be found in Active Assessment book published by Millgate House)
