A common approach to science planning
· Science is a core subject. To ensure that all teachers are aware of this science planning should be separate from the other foundation subjects.

· Teachers should be delivering a minimum of 90 minutes in KS1 and 120 minutes in KS2. This is a long session and is often split into 2 separate lessons. It is important that a lesson plan is written for each session.

· 50% of time should be focussed on science enquiry. Teachers must plan to teach the children key scientific skills. The AfL grid of objectives, located on the science solutions website, is useful to help with planning for this.

· All the teachers within a school should be using the same proforma. This may be the one recommended by the Learning Trust or a suitable alternative devised by the school. It should include key elements; learning objectives (including those for SC1), success criteria, introduction, main session, plenary, vocabulary, key questions, resources, differentiation (if appropriate) and additional support.
· Science Enquiry objectives and success criteria should be shared with the children at the start of the lesson.

· It is not always appropriate to share the knowledge objective with the children at the start of the lesson as this can take away the purpose of the investigation. In such cases it is appropriate to present the objective as a question to be investigated. For example, how can we recover a dissolved solid?
· Where possible lesson plans should be stored electronically preferably on the school’s shared drive. This allows the SMT, coordinators and consultants easy access to them for monitoring purposes and also means they are accessible for future teachers.

· Commercially published schemes of work can be used to support the planning of science but should only be used for ideas. Where possible ideas should be drawn from a range of resources to ensure coverage of the key objectives.
· Whilst it may appear to save time to annotate a commercial scheme it is through the process of writing the lesson plan that a teacher can clearly think through the objectives and how they can best be delivered to meet the needs of the children in the class.

· The plan should identify the type of evidence that will show that the lesson has taken place e.g. teacher’s evaluation, children recording in their books, photos of children working, group work to be stored in a class book, video, scribing pupil’s comments etc. Avoid providing children with worksheets to complete.
