Electricity Glossary

Remember these words that are related to different aspects of your KS2 work on forces.  They will be very useful words to know when it comes to your SATs.    Some pictures have been put into the squares to help you remember the words!  Can you add some of your own?

	Ammeter
	
	A device used to measure electrical current

	Battery
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	A battery is a device for storing energy.  It is used to provide energy to an electrical circuit.  Chemical reactions take place inside the battery and it is these which supply the electrical energy causing an electric current to flow round the circuit. Batteries are classified according to how much energy they supply - measured in volts.

	Bulb
	

	

	Buzzer
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	A buzzer is an electrical component that makes a buzzing sound when connected to a circuit!!!

	Cell
	
	This is another word for a battery.  

	Circuit
	
	A circuit is formed when electricity can pass from a battery, through other components and back to the battery without any breaks.  

	Circuit diagram
	
	This is a kind of shorthand way of drawing out an electrical circuit.  Look at the previous page of this revision guide to check out what each of the symbols means.

	Components
	
	Components is the word used to describe the things that go together to make up a circuit.  So, components would be things like batteries, wires and bulbs/buzzers.

	Conductor
	
	A conductor is the name used to describe a materials that electricity can flow through. Wire used in an electric circuit is usually made of copper as this carries an electric current very effectively.. Materials which do not allow an electric current to flow well are called insulators. Most metals are good conductors and so is water.  Materials such as plastic and rubber are good insulators.

	Crocodile Clips
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	These small clips make attaching components in a circuit much easier

	Current
	
	The flow of electricity through a circuit.  Don’t get confused with currants, like in a currant bun!!



	Electrical Circuit
	
	An electrical circuit needs to be complete before an electric current will flow. In making circuits using batteries, wires and an electrical component (eg a bulb or motor), wires must connect the component to the battery so that an electric charge can flow through the circuit.

	Electricity
	
	Electricity is a form of energy.


	Fuse wire
	
	Fuse wire is usually made from copper and covered in plastic.  This is the kind of wire we tend to use when making circuits.

	Insulator
	
	Something that won’t let electricity pass through it.  Wood and plastic are good insulators.  Have you noticed how electrical wires are covered in plastic?  This is so that the electrical current cannot pass out  of the wire.  

	Parallel circuit
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	This is a kind of circuit that has different branches and the current is split through these different branches.  So for example, you could have bulbs and buzzers that are controlled separately using different switches.    

	Power supply


	
	A power supply basically means something that will power a circuit, for example a battery or mains power. 

	Series circuit
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	In a series circuit all the current flows through each of the components.    If one component breaks then no current cannot flow through the circuit, , therefore none of the other components work.    Also, if you had three bulbs in a series, they would be dimmer.  

	Static Electricity
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	Static occurs when there is a build up of one type of charge on a material, particularly plastics and man-made fibres. This build up can be achieved by rubbing one material against another.

	Switch
	
	A switch is a gap in the wires in an electric circuit. If the gap is closed, the electric current will flow around the circuit and we say the switch is on. If the gap is open, electricity cannot flow and the switch is off. The simple switch in the picture is made of a small wooden block, two pins attached to wires and a piece of springy metal.

	voltage
	
	Voltage is basically what pushes the current around a circuit.  








