Using the Intel microscope in the Foundation Stage

Ourselves

· Use the Intel Microscope to investigate parts of the body.

· Look at fingers at 10x magnification – add name of child to snapshot of finger and print out – to understand that the microscope makes things bigger. 

· Investigate fingerprints. Take pictures of several fingerprints. Can children find their own print?

· Rub fingers in chalk dust then tape a strip of sellotape across the fingertip. Mount this strip sticky side down onto a small piece of black paper. View under the microscope. Can the children match the chalk prints to the actual finger?

· Look at different materials through the microscope. Can children match the pictures to the original?

· Put different patterned ribbons under the microscope – look at the pattern at 10x magnification and match to original ribbon. 

· Collect smooth and rough objects – look at under microscope. 

· Put the microscope into the role play area e.g. a Garden Shop, Hospital, Opticians, Vet..... 

Animals

· Video sequences of minibeasts found outside. Can children create music to portray their movement?

· Snapshots of minibeasts – print as stickers for the children to wear. 

· Take snapshots of minibeasts - use ‘fly’s eye’ and print both original snapshot and the enhanced image through fly’s eye for children to match up. 

· Take snapshots of cats’ or dogs’ fur. Can the children match the fur to a picture of the animal?

· Whilst on a trip to the farm take pictures of the animals’ coats.
Plants
· Observe leaves under the microscope – print out on A4 – cut into leaf shape and use to add to a display of a tree or beanstalk (Jasper’s Beanstalk). 

· Look at the stems of different plants and notice which are hairy.

· Look inside flowers. Can they see the pollen that insects collect?

· Take a video in time lapse of some cress seeds growing.

· Take snapshots of seeds growing over a period of a week.

· Look at pond water under the microscope. Video the movement of the little creatures. Can the children create music to the movement?

· View rings on a cross section of a tree. 
Materials
· A walk in the grounds – use the microscope to look at objects which pupils have collected. 

· Look at different powders eg flour, sugar, salt, baking powder, talc, white powder paint (sealed in a petri dish) under the microscope. Can they sort them into those that look similar?

· When baking little cakes. Take them out at different time. Break them open and take a snapshot of the inside. Can the children put them in the order in which they came out of the oven?

· Draw felt pen lines on different types of paper and view.  

· Take snapshots every minutes of a coloured ice cube melting. Can the children work out the correct order for the pictures?

· Place a small counter on the microscope base. Put different materials on top to test if they are transparent. Can the children sort the material into those that are transparent and those that are not?
ICT skills

· Use the FX options to transform an image into a piece of art for a card.
· Create a slide show to show a series of images.
