Sample questions

Paper 1 Section A


- You should have plenty of practise in your revision pack and if you are thirsty for more then go to http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gcse/eng_a_assess.php
for some past papers and their mark schemes.

Paper 1 Section B – Writing to Advise, Argue and Persuade.

1- A year 11 student has been excluded from school because they refused to change their hairstyle. 

Write two letters. 

The first is from the parents of the student to the school’s headteacher arguing that their child should be allowed a free choice concerning hairstyle. Then write the headteacher’s reply.

2- Write some advice for members of a parenting class about how they can support their children in thei schoolwork without being bossy or patronising.
Remember to:

· Use language that will make your readers want to take your advice
· Be practical about what can be done

· Point out the dangers of being bossy or patronising

3- Write a letter to a teenage magazine which persuades young people to take their education more seriously

Remember to
· use language and ideas that will appeal to a teenage audience

· use real-life examples

· show the benefits and disadvantages of different choices.
Paper 2 Section A


1- Compare Search for my tongue with any other poem in the Different Cultures section, showing how the poet bring out attitudes, ideas and feelings about their culture or cultures.

Write about
-attitudes ideas and feelings in the poems;

-what you think are the poets own attitudes, ideas and feelings;

-ways in which they use form and language to convey attitudes, ideas and feelings.

2- Compare the ways in which contrast or conflict is presented in Island Man with the way it is presented in either Night of the Scorpion or  Presents from my Aunt in Pakistan.

Write about:

· the kinds of conflict in the poems

· what the poets have to say about the conflicts

· how the language is used to present situations and ideas
Paper 2 Section B – Writing to Inform, Explain and describe


1- Write an article for a school magazine in which you explain how to take part in a particular sport or leisure activity and why you find this particular activity enjoyable. Choose an activity with which you are familiar.

Include details about:

-What the activity involves

- where you can take part in it

-equipment needed


- costs

-what you find enjoyable and why it might appeal to your readers


2- Write a letter to a local supermarket informing them why you will not be a customer when it opens.


3- Write a description of your bedroom as you see it and then as your mother/father/guardian sees it.
