Starter activity: ‘What was so special about Baghdad?’
· Column 1: Questions for pair work whilst using picture of city.

· Column 2: Teacher questioning for oral feedback of answers, and to develop higher order thinking skills (Column 3).

	Starter questions
	Developing higher order thinking skills
	Blooms thinking skills

	What are your first impressions?


	What other words could you use to describe your response?
	3-4
Comprehension

	Where do you think is the most important building? What do you think it is?


	What do you think this shows about the place?

How would it reflect people’s attitudes by being in this position? 

What expectations is it trying to show?
	5 Application
5-6 Analysis 
6 Synthesis

	Where do you think the rich live?


	Why there? What would this enable them to do?
	5 Application

	Where do you think the poor live?


	Why there? What does it show about them?

How might this be reflected in the way they live?
	5-6 Synthesis

	List all the defences you can see (at least 3)


	What would this defend them against? What types of methods of attack might they be expecting?
	4-5 Application

	Why do you think it was built as a circle? List at least 3 benefits.


	Why would other shapes be a disadvantage?

What does this show about their planning? Can you think of an example to back this up?
	5 Application
5-6 Application / Analysis

	What are the benefits of having the city next to a river? List at least 3.


	Would this be so important today? Why not?
	5-6 Analysis

	What different ways could the canal have been used? List at least 3.


	What do we use instead today?

Why would this have been so necessary then?
	4-5 Comprehension and Application
5-6 Analysis

	What leisure activities can you see for people to do in and around the city?


	Who would be involved in these activities?

Would they cost anything?

How is leisure different today (types, amount of time, working day)
	4 Comprehension
5-6 Analysis

	What shops might there be, and where do you think they are located?


	What sort of things would be available?

Who would use them?

How different to shops today? (more money, types, recreation)
	6-7 Synthesis
5-6 Analysis

	When do you think this city was built?


	What made you come to this conclusion?

What sort of buildings would they be? How does transport give you a clue?
	6-7 Synthesis
5-6 Analysis
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